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On Saturday, Feb. 21, Mayor 
Greg Ballard gave his second 
State of the City Address to a 
packed crowd at Christel House 
Academy, a Mayor-Sponsored 
Charter School on the cityõs 
south side.  

Mayor Ballard acknowl-
edged the financial and eco-
nomic challenges gripping our 
nation and the fiscal and infra-
structure crisis our city faces, 
and he committed the city to 
making decisions based on the 
long-term best interests of tax-
payers by working creatively 
and collaboratively to meet chal-
lenges head-on.  
The Mayorõs speech focused 

primarily on livability.  
òWith an eye on the future, 

we are working now to make 
Indianapolis Americaõs Most 
Livable Big City ð a community 
that is safe, prosperous, a cov-
eted destination for the best and 

the brightest, and a sustainable 
landmark with strong neighbor-
hoods and efficient local govern-
ment.ó said Mayor Ballard. 
Making Indianapolis Americaõs 

Most Livable Big City means 
safety on our streets and in our 
neighborhoods and strengthen-
ing neighborhoods throughout 
the city; it means gaining eco-
nomic opportunity from a 
strong business climate; it 
means good schools for our chil-
dren to prepare them for full 
lives; it means a sustainable and 
healthy environment; and it 
means a city and a government 
that is affordable, efficient and 
organized for the 21st Century.  
òWhat makes life good is a 

combination of ordinary things 
ð safe neighborhoods, good 
schools, efficient services.  But a 
big city that gets the ordinary 
things right can be an extraordi-
nary place to live. Indianapolis 
can be that city.ó said Ballard. 

For a full transcript of the 
Mayorõs speech please visit our 
website: www.indy.gov/mayor   ̧  

Mayor Focuses on Livability in 2009 State of the City Address 

On Feb. 21, Mayor Greg Ballard gave 
his second State of the City Address. 

Read the full transcript here. 

The City of Indian-
apolis is one step closer 
to transforming some 
of its worst energy hog 
facilities into leading -
edge, energy efficient 
facilities. 

When the Office of 
Sustainability was cre-

ated in October, 2008, 
staff immediately be-
gan studying several 
yearsõ worth of gas and 
electric bills for city -
owned buildings and 
developed a list of fa-
cilities that would be 
good candidates for 

energy retrofits.  
The office released 

an RFI to identify com-
panies with experience 
performing this type of 
work and garnered 
attention and responses 
from 15 businesses 
with experience per-

forming energy retrofits 
for local schools and 
government entities. 

Last month, the Of-
fice of Sustainability 
initiated the next pro-
ject phase  
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SustainIndyõs Energy Retrofit Project Could Mean Long-Term Cost Savings 
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by releasing a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for 
facility improvements through guaranteed energy 
savings contracts.  Responses are due by noon on 
March 25, 2009.  

Three energy service providers will be invited 
to bid on energy retrofit work at selected city -
owned facilities this spring ð work that will be 
accomplished through a guaranteed energy sav-
ings contract.  This arrangement guarantees that 
savings from the installation of energy conserva-
tion measures will be used to pay for the work rather 
than incurring up -front capital costs for the city. 

Energy retrofit work typically includes up-
grading lighting, mechanical, and building enve-
lope systems.  The overarching goal of this specific 
project is to reduce energy consumption and de-
mand while minimizing future operational and 
maintenance costs; however, maintaining consis-
tent levels of comfort and functionality with each of 
the selected buildings is a primary consideratio n. 

The RFQ is available by visiting the Purchasing 
Division section of www.indy.gov .  

.  

Mayorõs Night Out  
Decatur Township ̧  March 3           

Citizens are proud of their city, but they 

live in their neighborhoods. 

WHO: Mayor Greg Ballard and City  

Department Directors/Leaders 

 
WHAT: Mayorõs Night Out  

Question and Answer Session 

 

WHERE: Decatur Township;  

5650 Mann Road 

 

WHEN: March 3, 2009; 6ñ7 p.m. 

 

For more information, please contact  

Carlos May at 327-5216 or 
cmay@indygov.org. 

About the Office of Sustainability... 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, visit 

www.sustainindy.org 

Mayor Ballard launched SustainIndy and created the Office of Sustainability in October of 2008.  

 

SustainIndy is an innovative enterprise aimed at delivering long-term cost savings to the city, building the  

local economy, improving our quality of life and enhancing our environmental and public health.  

 

Its efforts are designed to aggressively move Indianapolis forward in making it one of the most sustainable 

cities in the Midwest. 
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